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Judge directs and may be limited to an
opportunity for a party or a party’s
representative to respond orally imme-

diately after the act or inaction is
noted by the Judge.
(4) The imposition of sanctions is

subject to interlocutory review pursu-
ant to §904.254 in the same manner as
any other ruling.

(5) Nothing in this section shall be
read as precluding the Judge from tak-
ing any other action, or imposing any
restriction or sanction, authorized by
applicable statute or regulation.

§904.205 Disqualification of Judge.

(a) The Judge may withdraw volun-
tarily from an administrative pro-
ceeding when the Judge deems himself/
herself disqualified.

(b) A party may in good faith request
the Judge to withdraw on the grounds
of personal bias or other disqualifica-
tion. The party seeking the disquali-
fication must file with the Judge a
timely affidavit or statement setting
forth in detail the facts alleged to con-
stitute the grounds for disqualifica-
tion, and the Judge will rule on the
matter. If the Judge rules against dis-
qualification, the Judge will place all
matters relating to such claims of dis-
qualification in the record.

§904§.206 Pleadings, motions, and serv-
ice.

(a) The original of all pleadings and
documents must be filed with the
Judge and a copy served upon the ALJ
Docketing Center and each party. All
pleadings or documents when sub-
mitted for filing must show that serv-
ice has been made upon all parties.
Such service must be made in accord-
ance with §904.3(b).

(b) Pleadings and documents to be
filed may be reproduced by printing or
any other process, provided the copies
are clear and legible; must be dated,
the original signed in ink or as other-
wise verified for electronic mail; and
must show the docket description and
title of the proceeding, and the title, if
any, address, and telephone number of
the signatory. If typewritten, the im-
pression may be on only one side of the
paper and must be double spaced, if
possible, except that quotations may
be single spaced and indented.
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(c) Motions must normally be made
in writing and must state clearly and
concisely the purpose of and relief
sought by the motion, the statutory or
principal authority relied upon, and
the facts claimed to constitute the
grounds requiring the relief requested.

(d) Unless otherwise provided, the an-
swer to any written motion, pleading,
or petition must be served within 20
days after service of the motion. If a
motion states that opposing counsel
has no objection, it may be acted upon
as soon as practicable, without await-
ing the expiration of the 20 day period.
Answers must be iIn writing, unless
made in response to an oral motion
made at a hearing; must fully and com-
pletely advise the parties and the
Judge concerning the nature of the op-
position; must admit or deny specifi-
cally and in detail each material alle-
gation of the pleading answered; and
must state clearly and concisely the
facts and matters of law relied upon.
Any new matter raised in an answer
will be deemed controverted.

(e) A response to an answer will be
called a reply. A short reply restricted
to new matters raised in the answer
may be served within 15 days after
service of an answer. The Judge has
discretion to dispense with the reply.
No further responses are permitted.

§904.207 Amendment of pleading or
record.

(a) A party may amend its pleading
as a matter of course at least 20 days
prior to a hearing. Within 20 days prior
to a hearing a party may amend its
pleading only by leave of the Judge or
by written consent of the adverse
party; leave shall be freely given when
justice so requires. A party shall plead
in response to an amended pleading
within the time remaining for response
to the original pleading or within 10
days after service of the amended
pleading, whichever period is longer,
unless the Judge otherwise orders.

(b) The Judge, upon his or her own
initiative or upon application by a
party, may order a party to make a
more definite statement of any plead-
ing.

(c) Harmless errors in pleadings or
elsewhere in the record may be cor-
rected (by deletion or substitution of



